
How to Steal Your Competitor’s Backlink Strategy Using SEMrush

In the world of SEO, understanding your competitors’ backlink strategies can offer valuable insights to
enhance your own. Backlinks remain a crucial ranking factor, and with tools like SEMrush, analyzing your
competitors’ backlink profiles has never been easier. This guide will walk you through how to check the
backlinks of your top competitors using SEMrush.

Why Analyze Competitors’ Backlinks?

Backlinks help search engines evaluate a site’s authority and relevance. By studying your competitors’
backlinks, you can:

• Identify high-quality sites linking to them.

• Discover opportunities to replicate or improve their strategies.

Step-by-Step Guide to Checking Competitors’ Backlinks on SEMrush

1. Log in to your SEMrush account.

2. Navigate to the Backlink Analytics tool under the “Link Building” section in the left-hand menu

3. Enter your competitor’s domain into the search bar and click Search.



4. Dive Into the Backlink Report

Click on the Backlinks tab next to the Networks Graph tab to view a list of individual backlinks pointing to the
competitor’s site. Now the next step is important. We don’t want to see backlinks that are not helping wih
SEO. Therefore, we filter the report to only see ‘Follow’ links and ‘Active’ links by clicking on Follow and
Active. Follow links pass SEO value while no-follow links do not.

Here’s a short explanation of the report

• Source URL: The webpage linking to your competitor.

• Anchor Text: The clickable text used in the link.

• Target URL: The page on your competitor’s site receiving the link.

• Authority Score: The quality of the linking domain.

5. Analyze Referring Domains

Now look for high-authority domains: These sites can give you ideas for your own outreach efforts.

Examine categories: Understand which industries or niches are linking to your competitors.

Check for patterns: For example, if a competitor has many links from guest blogs, you might explore guest
blogging opportunities.



6. Identify Link Building Opportunities

Use the insights gained to:

• Replicate Strong Links: If you see a high-quality domain linking to your competitor, reach out to the same
site and propose your content or services.

• Find Content Gaps: Notice which types of content attract the most links and create better versions to gain
similar backlinks.

Conclusion

That’s it!

Analyzing your competitors’ backlinks with SEMrush is a powerful strategy for uncovering opportunities and
staying ahead in your niche. By regularly monitoring and implementing insights, you can build a stronger
backlink profile and improve your site’s visibility.

Start exploring today, and let your competitors’ backlinks inspire your next SEO win!


